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The University of Dayton News Release 
Oct. 29, 1992 
Contact: Teri Rizvr 
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON PLANT EXPERT 
WINS STATEWIDE AWARD FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Brother Donald Geiger, S.M., an internationally known plant 
physiologist at the University of Dayton, has won an Ohio Aliiance for the Environment 
(OAE) 1992 Award for Distinguished Service in the Field of Environmental Education. 
OAE is a non-advocacy organization that encourages communication among people 
with diverse points of view on environmental issues. Geiger, who won in the educator 
category, will receive the award on Nov. 14 at the 16th annual conference of the Ohio 
Alliance for the Environment at Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio. 
Richard Shank, former director of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, will 
receive an OEA award in the individual contribution over a lifetime category. In the 
organization category, Ohio State University School of Natural Resources, Columbus 
Southern Power Co. arid Ohio University School of Curriculum and Instruction won for a 
collaborative workshop, "Ohio Energy and Environment Workshop for Teachers." 
Geiger, a Beavercreek resident and biology professor at UD for nearly two decades, 
does not describe himself as an environmental activist. Instead, he prefers to work quietly, 
often behind the scenes; to bring groups of people together to negotiate land preservation and 
to promote, by example, a lifestyle in harmony with the earth. 
~ 
"Don is a consistent, passionate, respectable voice in conserving the natural heritage of 
the region," said David Nolin, land stewardship manager of the Park District of Dayton-
Montgomery County. "He has been especially interested in wetlands and pariries. He is a 
voice for the small fragments of wild lands that are little known but packed with rare plants 
and animals. He knows that future generations will revere these places if we conse.rve them 
now." 
-more-
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 (513) 229-3241 FAX: (513) 229-3063 
Geiger Award: Page 2 
Recent examples of how Geiger has put his concern for the environment into action: 
• He created a tall grass prairie on the gravel banks of a20-acre borrow pit left over 
from the construction of I-675. It's one of the few large-scale prairie restorations in 
this part of the country. Geiger is currently using part of his sabbatical to help create 
the Marianist Environmental Education Center at the Bergamo Prairie. He envisions 
groups of school children--particularly inner-city youth--visiting the center for 
educational programs. He would like to see these young people take green-space 
projects back to inner-city neighborhoods, gaining some work skills in the process. 
• He has a deep interest in the preservation of Ohio wetlands. He is active as a board 
member of the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association and recently submitted testimony 
to Congress calling for a comprehensive wetlands program. 
• He is a strong proponent of ecologically sound farming techniques. Under a six-year 
$450,000 grant from the National Science Foundation, he is exploring ways to produce 
more food on less land. Under a separate research contract with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Geiger and a corps of graduate students have developed drought-
resistant soybeans. As a consultant, he has helped Monsanto make herbicides and 
pesticides friendlier to the environment. 
• He helped found the Ohio Chapter of the Society for Ecological Preservation, a group 
of philosophers, biologists and park managers dedicated to helping restore the 
environment. 
• He teaches college students the scientific facts behind environmental issues in his 
"Biology and Social Issues" course at the University of Dayton. 
~aul Knoop, the education coordinator of Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm north 
of Dayton, sums ups Geiger's contributions best: "Don Geiger is a very humble man with a 
great love for the earth and its living entities. He feels certain that, if we work at it, we can 
preserve the beauty and biological diversity of the planet while still extracting the food, fiber 
and other necessities that we humans demand .... He is a man that has made, and is making, 
a difference in the way people look at the land." 
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For interviews, contact Brother Don Geiger, S.M., at (513) 426-5721 or Irene Probasco, 
executive director of the Ohio Alliance for the Environment, at (614) 421-7819. 
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